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Dobes
finishes
on high
note

I State tourney title
caps stellar career for
Warriors' goalie

By NICK PETAROS.
‘Courier Sports Wiriter

WATERLOO — While it's an
honor to be chosen as one of
the league’s tep players, par-
ticipating in an All-Star game is
about as pleasant for most goal-
tenders as a trip to the dentist.

‘The light abore each net gets
continuously illuminated as
goalies are typicaly lft to fend
for themselves in the high-scor-
ing exhibitions.

tion is nothing |
new for Water-
loo_Warriors
goalie Brian

tion at age five
and learned to
defend with
older ~ broth-
ers

and Jason pelting shots in his
direction,

Dobes capped an outstand-
ing prep hockey career Sunday
when he made his third con-
secutive trip the Midwest High
School Hockey League All-Star
game. He surrendered a hand-
ful of goals and made 18 saves
through 30 minutes as his East
team earned an 1110 win.

For Dobes, recent memories
of success helped ease the pain
of this AllStar game.

“It was a lot easier to play in
after we won the champmnshlp
last week,” he said.

Prior (o the AlStar contest,
Dobes was busy leading the
Warriors to their first postsea-
sontournament itlein 19 years,
He recorded 60 total saves en
route to backto-back shutouts

0ak Leafs and Des Moines Cap-
itals in the semifinas and fnals

Warriors' standout unsure
about future in hockey
From page D1

“It’s not that everybody
looks up to us, but everybody
knows that we're there now.”

More than a week removed
from the state title, Dobes
still has vivid memories of
holding a comfortable two-
goal lead as time wound
down.

“The intensity and speed
of the championship game
with just a few minutes left
to go is what I'll remember
most about the tournament,”
he said.

“There were a lot of
thoughts going through my
mind. The first one was not
letting in any goals and not
blowing it for my team.”

The goaltender’s postsea-
son performance earned him
the Al Murdoch Apprecia-
tion Trophy as the most valu-
able player. Waterloo's last
player to receive the award
was K.C. Doland, who was a
goalie on the 1990 champi-
onship team. Following the
state tournament, the two

had a chance to get
acquainted.

“I had seen him around the
rink, but had never really
gotten to talk to him,” Dobes
said.

“It was very interesting to
hear what he had to say,
what his experiences were
and how they were similar to
mine and how they differed
from mine,”

Dobes this

goaltending has to be there.”
Dobes also believes his
defensemen deserve plenty
of the credit, Weinke point-
ed out that second-chance
opportunities were rare,
allowing Dobes to become
more aggressive with his

play.

“I think they deserve more

credit than anybody,” Dobes
said. “If we didn't have the

defense, then our forwards

and I don't really matter.”

Joined by Kuhlmann and
Irey as captains, Dobes grew
into a leadership role this
season,

“What 1 noticed this year
most about him was his
maturity level on and off the
ice,” Weinke said.

“Not that he was imma-
ture by any means, but he
focused on his game and
when goals were scored this
year he didn't lose focus. ...
He's been an AllStar for us
for three years so we knew
what we had there, but he
did take it to that next level
maturity-wise.”

Looking forward, Dobes
said he has yet to decide
whether he will continue to
play hockey beyond the prep
level. His recent success will
make it tougher to hang up
the skates.

“If I do end up going to
school next year and not
playing hockey, it’s definitely
going to be hard,” Dobes
said.

“It’s going to be hard to
do that, but at some point
you've got to move on.”

Contact Nick Petaros at (319) 291-1428

postseason is something -
Warriors coach Shawn Wein-
ke will also find tough to

forget.
“We talk about big- -time

ended Des Moines' streak of
five consecutive varsity state
tournament titles.

For Dobes and Waterloo All-
Star teammates Jake Irey, Daw-
son Kuhlmann and Spencer War-
ren, it became evident Saturday
that the Warriors had earned
their oppositionsespect,

“Waterloo has finally made a
statement,” Dobes said.

See DOBES, page 03




